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Joint statement on the International Classification of Diseases 11

We, the undersigned intersex-led organisations and groups, welcome moves by the WHO
that continue a trend to depathologise sexual and gender minorities in the International
Classification of Diseases (ICD-11), expected to be approved at the World Health Assembly
in May 2019. However, we express our deepest regret that the ICD-11 reverses this trend in
relation to people born with variations of sex characteristics — intersex people. This will
cause continuing harm to people born with variations of sex characteristics.

The ICD-11 introduces normative language to describe intersex variations as “disorders of
sex development.” Some current materials in the ICD-11 Foundation are associated with
unnecessary medical procedures that fail to meet human rights norms. Such procedures are
outlined in codes that in some instances explicitly require genitoplasties or gonadectomies,
associated with gender assignment, where either masculinising or feminising surgery is
specified depending upon technical and heteronormative expectations for surgical
outcomes. Such interventions are grounded in gender stereotypes.

When performed on individuals without their personal informed consent, human rights
defenders and institutions have found these interventions to be harmful practices and
violations of rights to bodily integrity, non-discrimination, equality before the law, privacy,
and freedom from torture, ill-treatment, and experimentation. Such interventions have
been documented by WHO in publications on Sexual Health, Human Rights and the Law,
and Eliminating Forced, Coercive and Otherwise Involuntary Sterilization. They have also
been documented by intersex human rights defenders, UN Treaty Monitoring Bodies and
diverse human rights institutions.

Community consortia have made concrete proposals for reforms to these codes and
nomenclature, but there is no evidence of acknowledgement or action to address these
issues.

We call on WHO to:

1. Reform nomenclature and classifications to ensure that they do not facilitate human
rights violations.

2. Publish a clear policy on intersex people’s health and rights, ensuring that treatment
is fully compatible with human rights norms. This must eliminate procedures
intended to modify the sex characteristics of persons born with variations of sex
characteristics without their free, prior and informed consent, unless necessary to
avoid serious, urgent and irreparable harm to the individuals concerned.

3. Establish clear guidelines on ending human rights violations in medical settings,
including those affecting intersex people.

4. Introduce intersex issues into all relevant WHO documents, including those focused
on sexual and reproductive health and rights, midwifery, childhood and adolescence,
genitourinary health, genetics, sports, genital mutilation, and medical education.
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5. Ensure equitable access to reparative treatments and assistance for ongoing health
needs within actions to promote universal health coverage.

6. Organise and/or participate in an international meeting on intersex people’s health
and human rights in partnership with civil society.

Declaracion conjunta sobre la Clasificacion Internacional de Enfermedades 11

Nosotres, les grupos y organizaciones con liderazgo intersex abajo firmantes le damos la
bienvenida a la tendencia de la OMS hacia la despatologizacion de las minorias sexuales y de
género en la Clasificacion Internacional de Enfermedades (CIE-11), cuya aprobacion se espera
tendrd lugar en la Asamblea Mundial de la Salud en mayo de 2019. Sin embargo, expresamos
nuestro rechazo mas profundo al hecho de que la CIE-11 revierta esa tendencia en relacién a
las personas nacidas con variaciones de las caracteristicas sexuales -las personas intersex.
Este hecho continuard dafando a las personas nacidas con variaciones de las caracteristicas
sexuales.

La CIE-11 introduce vocabulario normativo que describe a las variaciones intersex como
afectadas por “trastornos del desarrollo sexual”. Algunos materiales en la Fundacion de la
CIE-11 estan asociados con procedimientos médicos innecesarios que en algunos casos
explicitamente requieren genitoplastias o gonadectomias, vinculadas con la asignacion de
género, y cuando se especifican cirurgias masculinizantes o feminizantes, los resultados
quirurgicos dependen de expectativas técnicas y heteronormativas. Tales intervenciones
estan basadas en estereotipos de género.

Cuando se realizan en personas sin su propio consentimiento informado, les defensores vy las
instituciones de derechos humanos han identificado estas intervenciones como practicas
nocivas y violaciones a la integridad corporal, la no-discriminacién, la igualdad ante la ley, la
privacidad y a no ser sometido a torturas, malos tratos y experimentacién. Tales
intervenciones han sido documentadas por la OMS en publicaciones sobre Salud Sexual,
Derechos Humanos y la Legislacion y Eliminacion de la Esterilizacion Forzada, Coercitiva e
Involuntaria de cualquier otro modo. También han sido documentadas por defensores de
derechos humanos, Organismos de Tratado de Naciones Unidas y diversas instituciones de
derechos humanos.

Consorcios comunitarios han hecho propuestas concretas de reformas para estos codigos y
nomenclatura, pero no hay evidencia de reconocimiento o accidén para ocuparse de estas
cuestiones.

Demandamos a la OMS:

1. Reforme la nomenclatura y clasificaciones para asegurar que no faciliten violaciones
a los derechos humanos.

2. Publiquen una politica clara sobre la salud y los derechos de las personas intersex,
asegurando que el tratamiento sea completamente compatible con las normas de
derechos humanos. Esto debe eliminar procedimientos cuyo propdsito sea modificar
las caracteristicas sexuales de las personas nacidas con variaciones de dichas
caracteristicas, sin su consentimiento libre, anterior e informado, a menos que sean
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necesarias para evitar dafios graves, urgentes y irreparables a la propia persona
concernida.

3. Establecer guias claras sobre terminar con las violaciones a los derechos humanos en
contextos médicos, incluyendo aquellas que afectan a las personas intersex.

4. Introducir las cuestiones intersex dentro de todos los documentos relevantes de la
OMS, incluyendo aquellos enfocados en la salud y los derechos sexuales vy
reproductivos, obstreticia, niflez y adolescencia, salud genitourinaria, genética,
deportes, mutilacion genital y educacién médica.

5. Asegurar el acceso equitativo a tratamientos reparativos y asistencias para cuestiones
necesidades de salud presente, con acciones para promover la cobertura universal de
salud.

6. Organizary co participar en un encuentro internacional de personas intersex sobre su
salud y derechos humanos en colaboracion con la sociedad civil.

CoBmecTHOe 3aABneHue o MexxayHapoaHou knaccudukauum 6onesHen 11

Mbl, HMKenoANucaBLIMECA OpPraHnU3aumMn 1 rpynnbl NO4 PyKOBOACTBOM MHTEPCEKC-NOAEN,
npmeeTcTeyem uameHeHma BO3, KoTopble NpOoA0KAOT TEHAEHLMUIO NO AENaTON0IM3aunm
CeKCyasibHbIX U reHAepPHbIX MeHbLWKWHCTB B MexayHapogHoi Knaccudukaumm bonesHen
(MKB-11), n3meHeHus, KOTOpbIE, KaK OXKuaaertca, byayT yTeep:KaeHbl Ha BcemupHoi
Accambnee 3apaBooxpaHeHunsa B mae 2019 roga. OHaKO Mbl Bblpaskaem Halle
rnyboyaiiiee coxaneHue no nosoay Toro, yto MKB-11 obpallaet BCnATb 3Ty TEHAEHLUMUIO B
OTHOLUEHUN N0LEN, POXKAEHHDBIX C BAPUALMAMM NONOBbIX MPU3HAKOB — NMHTEPCEKC-NI0AEN.
3710 6yAeT NPUUYMHATL NOCTOSAHHBIM Bpea, Nto4AaM, POAUBLUMMCA C BapMaLMAMM NOIOBbIX
NPU3HAKOB.

MKB-11 BBOAUT HOBYIO TEPMUHO/IOTMIO, Ha3blBasA MHTEPCEKC-Bapuaummn “HapylueHnamm
dopmupoanua MNona.” HekoTopble akTyanbHble maTtepuanbl B MKB-11 cBsizaHbI C
HEHYXHbIMWU MeAULMHCKMMUM BMELLIATeNbCTBAMM, KOTOPbIE He BMNMUCLIBAOTCA B HOPMbI NPaB
yenoseka. Noao06Hble TEKCTbI B HEKOTOPbIX C/Ty4anX OTKPbLITO NPMU3bIBAIOT K FTEHUTONIACTUAM
WM TOHAAIKTOMMAM, CBA3AHHBLIMM C NPUNUCAHHBIM FeHAEPOM, FAe MaCKY/IMHU3UPYIOLLAA
nnm GeMMHU3IMPYHOLWAA onepaLnsa PEKOMeHAYETCA B 3aBUCMMOCTU OT TEXHUYECKUX U
reTepOHOPMATMBHbBIX OXKUAAHMIN OT Pe3y/ibTaToB onepaunn. Takne BMeLIaTeNbCTBa
OCHOBAHbI Ha reH4epPHbIX CTepeoTUNax.

Koraa meanumHCKMe BMeLWlaTeIbCTBa NPOBOAATCA N0AAM 6e3 Ux TNYHOro
NHOPMMPOBAHHOIO COrnacuaA, NPaBoO3aLLUTHUKU U NPABO3aLUTHbIE YYPEXKAEHUA CYUMTAIOT
3TN BMELLATeNbCTBA BPEeAHOM NPAKTUKOM U HapyLleHUeM NpaB Ye/0BeKa Ha
HEMNPUKOCHOBEHHOCTb INYHOCTU, HEANUCKPUMMUHALLUIO, PaBEHCTBO Neped 3aKOHOM,
HENPUKOCHOBEHHOCTb YaCTHOM }U3HM U cBOBOAY OT NbITOK, }XECTOKOro 0bpalleHns 1
3KcrnepumeHToB. TakMe BmellaTenbcTBa bbinv 3aA0KyMeHTUpoBaHbl BO3 B nybanKaumax no
BOMPOCaM CeKCya/lbHOro 310P0BbA, MPaB Ye/10BEKA, 3aKOHA M YCTPaHEHMA NPUHYANTENbHON
cTepuansaLmn. 3T BMeLLIaTeNbCTBA TaKKe BblIN 3310KYMEHTUPOBAHbI 3aLLMTHUKAaMU NpPaB
NHTepceKc-noaei, opraHamu OOH no HabaoaeHUIo 3a cobatoaeHUEM A0roBOPOB U
Pa3IMYHbIMM NPABO3aLLUTHBIMWN YUPEXAEHUAMMN.
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KoHcopunym coobuiectsa caenan KOHKPETHbIe NMPea/ioKeHns No pedopMUPOBaHUIO STUX
KO/ZIEKCOB U HOMEHKNATYPbl, HO NOKa He Bbl/1I0 OTMEYEHO HUKaKMUX NOATBEPIKAEHNI UK
NPUHATLIX AeNCTBUIN ANA peleHns 3Tux npobaem.[1]

Mbl npusbiBaem BO3:

PedbopmmnpoBaTb HOMEHKNATYPY U KNAacCUPUKALMNIO ANA TOTO, YTOObI OHU He
HapyLann npaBa YenoBekKa.

Ony61MKoBaTb YETKYIO NOJIMTUKY B OTHOLIEHWUW 340P0BbSA U NPaB MHTEPCEKC-NIOAEN,
obecneynBasn NONHOE COOTBETCTBME JIeYEHUSA HOPMaM MPaB Ye/0BEKa.

3TO AO/IXKHO 3aNpeTUTb Npoueaypbl, NPeAHa3HaYeHHbIe 411 U3SMEHEHMA NONOBbIX
NPU3HAKOB INL, POAMBLLUMNXCA C BApMaLMAMM NOJIOBbIX NPU3HAKOB, 6€3 UX BON,
npeABapuTENIbHOrO M OCO3HAHHOTO COMNacKs, 3a UCK/IOYEHUEM C/IYYaEB, KOraa 3To
HeobxoaAMMOo NS n3berKaHUs CEPbE3HOro, HEOTNOXKHOMO M HEMOMPABMMOTO Bpeaa
AN1A COOTBETCTBYIOLWMX UL,

YCTaHOBUTb YETKME PYKOBOAALLME NPUHLUMNbI, NPEeAHA3HAYEHHble ANA NPEKPaLLEHMA
HapyLIEeHWI NpaB YeN0BEKA B MEANLMHCKUX YUPEKOEHUAX, B TOM YMCE TEX,
KOTOpble 3aTparnBaloT MHTEPCEKC-N0AeN.

BKNOUYMTL MHTEPCEKC-BONPOCHI BO BCE COOTBETCTBYIOWME AOKYMEHTbI BO3, BKAto4an
Te, KOTOpble KacatoTcA CeKCya/IbHOro U PENPOAYKTUBHOTO 340P0BbS U
PEenpoOAYKTUBHbIX NPaB, aKylWepCcTBa, AETCTBAa U FOHOCTU, 340P0BbA MOYENO/I0BOM
CUCTEeMbI, FeHETUKM, CNOPTa, Kasnevyalmux onepaumii Ha NON0BbIX OpraHax u
MeANUMHCKOro obpasoBaHuA.

ObecneunTb CNpaBeaMBbIN AOCTYN K BOCCTAHOBUTEIbHbIM METOAAM JIEYEHUSA U
NOMOLLM AN1A YA0BNETBOPEHUA TEKYLWMX NOTpebHOCTel B 061aCTM 340aBOOXPaHEHUS
B paMKax AencTBuit no obecneyeHnto BceobLiero oxsarta ycayramm
34,paBOOXPaHEHMUS.

OpraHun3oBaTh U / UK NPUHATb yHacTMe B MEXAYHAaPOAHOM COBELLAHUM MO
BONPOCaM 3,0P0Bbs U NPaB Ye/0BEKA MHTEPCEKC-Nt0AEeN B MApTHEPCTBE C
rpaXk4aHCKMM 06LLLECTBOM.

Signatories / Signataries / MoanuncaHTbl

NouhswnNe

8.
9.

GATE - global — https://transactivists.org

Intersex Human Rights Australia — Australia — https://ihra.org.au
Justicia Intersex — Argentina — https://justiciaintersex.org

AIS Support Group Australia — Australia — http://aissga.org.au

Bilitis Resource Center Foundation — Bulgaria — https://bilitis.org
Brdjula Intersexual — Mexico — https://brujulaintersexual.org

Brujula Intersexual Argentina — Argentina —
https://www.facebook.com/brujulaintersexargentina/

Brujula Intersexual Chile — Chile — facebook.com/brujulaintersexualchile
Campaign for Change — Nepal

10. Collectif Intersexes et Allié.e.s-Oll France — France — https://cia-oiifrance.org
11. interACT: Advocates for Intersex Youth - USA — https://intersexadvocates.org
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42.

43

47.

48.

InterAction Suisse — Association Suisse pour les intersexes — Switzerland

— https://www.inter-action-suisse.ch

Intersekse Vlaanderen — Flanders, Belgium — https://www.interseksevlaanderen.be
Intersex Asia Network — Asia — https://facebook.com/IntersexAsia

Intersex Belgium — Belgium — http://intersexbelgium.be

Intersex Belgium — Belgium and Luxembourg — http://intersex.be and https://itgl.lu
Intersex Community Trust Zimbabwe — Zimbabwe —
https://facebook.com/intersexcommunitytrust/

Intersex Danmark — Denmark — https://www.intersexdanmark.com

Intersex Iceland — Iceland — http://intersex.is

Intersex Justice Project — USA — http://intersexjusticeproject.org

Intersex Persons Society of Kenya — Kenya — www.intersexkenya.org

Intersex Philippines — Philippines

Intersex Russia/Oll Russia — Russia — https://intersexrussia.org

Intersex Society of Zambia (ISSZ) — Zambia

Intersex South Africa — South Africa — http://intersex.org.za

Intersex Trust Aotearoa New Zealand (ITANZ) — New Zealand — http://www.ianz.org.nz/
Intersex UK — United Kingdom - https://www.facebook.com/intersexuk/
Intersexioni — Italy — https://intersexioni.it

Intersexuelle Menschen Bundesverband — Germany — http://www.im-ev.de
Intersexuelle Menschen Landesverband Niedersachsen — Niedersachsen, Germany —
http://nds.im-ev.de

Intersukupuolisuus — Finland — www.intersukupuolisuus.fi

IVIM/OII Deutschland — Germany — https://oiigermany.org

Ivy Foundation, Lilongwe — Malawi

interseks Tiirkiye/Intersex Turkey — Turkey —
https://www.facebook.com/interseksturkiye

Jinsiangu — Kenya — http://jinsiangu.org

Mulabi Espacio Latinoamericano de Sexualidades y Derechos — Costa Rica —
http://mulabilatino.org

Oll Chinese — Chinese-speaking countries — http://oii.tw

Oll Europe — Europe — https://oiieurope.org

Oll Nederland — Netherlands — http://oiinederland.nl

Oll Sverige / Oll Sweden — Sweden — https://www.facebook.com/oiisverige/
Stichting NNID, Nederlandse organisatie voor seksediversiteit — Netherlands —
http://nnid.nl

Support Initiative for People with Atypical Sex Development — Uganda —
http://sipduganda.org

. Trans, Intersex and Allies Group — Bulgaria — https://www.tiagroup.bg
44,
45,
46.

VIMO/OII Austria — Austria — www.vimoe.at

XY Spektrum — Serbia — www.xyspectrum.org

Young & Intersex network — Europe —
https://www.facebook.com/Youngandintersex/

§(mewlq LDGI6MI Srishti Madurai LGBTQIA+ Student Volunteer Movement —

Tamil Nadu, India
FE N AR Chinese Intersex Alliance, www.facebook.com/ZE A\ E5 14 A\ B ES-
652023285141775/
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49.

50.
51.
52.

53.
54.

55.
56.
57.

EEELIS - R EAZE % A Beyond the Boundary-Knowing and Concerns Intersex —
HK — https://www.facebook.com/concerns.IS

Intersex project at A Gender Agenda — ACT, Australia — http://genderrights.org.au
Inter* Section of Genres Pluriels — Belgium — https://www.genrespluriels.be
Antidiskriminierungsarbeit und Empowerment fiir Inter*, TransInterQueer e.V —
Berlin, Germany — inter.transinterqueer.org

Hana Aoi, Vivir y Ser Intersex — Mexico — https://vivirintersex.org

Morgan Holmes, North American Intersex Steering Committee member for ILGA;
Egale and Wilfrid Laurier University

Magda Rakita — intersex rights activist, Poland

Intersex y Andrdégino — México — https://intersexyandrogino.wordpress.com

Lucie Veith, Inter * Network Coordinator of the Queeren Netzwerk Niedersachsen —
Niedersachsen, Germany
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